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Vision
That all children who join MCPA have the opportunity to gain the reading and writing skills that 
will allow them the ability to access the language around them.
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Progression of Teaching
This is the outline of how reading and writing will be taught in EYFS, KS1 and KS2 in order to 
allow the children to progress in to confident readers and writers. Reading and writing are 
combined in this plan due to the interlinked nature of these two areas of learning.

Specific Teaching
Nursery:
In Nursery the children are introduced to letters and the sounds that they make, through the 
teaching of Read Write inc phonics. This encourages the children to listen to sounds and copy 
them. Once the children are able to produce sounds they then learn to: orally blend and seg-
ment words; identify words that rhyme; and to identify letters and words around them. 

They are exposed to written words throughout the classroom and are encouraged to mark make 
in a range of different contexts within the continuous provision activities, which are available to 
them. The children are specifically taught to write their names: beginning with the initial letter; 
then tracing their name; and then writing it independently. 

Fine and gross motor skill development is a key focus through both direct teaching and also 
continuous provision activities, which will aid the children’s pencil control and overall ability 
to form letters correctly. 

Children are read to on a daily basis, introducing them to a range of different books based upon 
the topic that the children are learning about. Within this reading the children are introduced 
to reading conventions and skills to aid them when encountering books independently.

Reception:
In Reception the children continue to use Read Write inc phonics, which at this stage introduc-
es the children to the direct reading and writing of words. Children are grouped specifically 
based upon their ability in order to ensure that they acquire all the required skills to be both 
effective readers and writers at a pace which is appropriate to them. In order to encourage the 
children to engage and participate, phonics lessons are hands on using games and writing is on 
whiteboards in order to encourage them to try and that making mistakes is not a problem, as it 
is easy to remove any errors that they make. As part of the Read Write Inc phonics program the 
children are introduced to texts which are appropriately levelled based upon the sounds which 
the children have been taught. The children are given a whole week looking at a text to aid in 
the acquisition of both fluency and comprehension skills. These sessions are used as opportu-
nities to teach the children not only the expected reading behaviours but also to beginning to 
give them the chance to discuss books and develop comprehension skills. It is also a chance to 
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encourage the children to read a range of different text types and understand their purpose. 
The children are continually exposed to writing with words throughout the classroom and are 
encouraged to write and mark make in a range of different contexts within the continuous pro-
vision activities, which are available to them. Children are also taught specific literacy lessons 
where writing and reading gain more importance as the year progresses. With the aim begin 
that by the end of the year they can write a sentence or more, for a specific purpose based upon 
a given topic or theme. This writing is developed by: beginning with writing the initial sound of 
the word that they intend to write; writing lists of their ideas or labelling a picture; completing 
a given sentence; writing sentences based upon a given sentence pattern; and then generating 
and writing a sentence or more independently. Word mats, sound mats, key words and drama 
based activities all support the children’s writing in order to ensure that they achieve their po-
tential.

Key Stage 1:
In Key Stage 1 children are taught discrete phonics with reading skills and English lessons. In 
phonics the children are grouped based upon their ability in order to ensure that the pace, con-
tent and outcomes match the needs of the individual pupils. For English lessons the children 
are taught in their year group classes. 

Within phonics the children continue to progress through the Read Write inc scheme with the 
aim being that the majority of children reach the required level (set 7 and 8 books) in order to 
successfully complete the phonics screening test at the end of Year 1. If children do not reach 
this expected level they continue phonics in Year 2 and will re-sit the phonics screening test at 
the end of Year 2. Interventions are then in place for children beyond Year 2 if their phonics is 
still not at the expected standard. As in Nursery and Reception these phonics lesson are active 
sessions, although writing begins to progress on to paper as well as whiteboards. The children 
are actively encouraged to participate within the sessions, thus allowing them the chance to 
practice and improve their segmenting and blending skills which they will need to be able to 
apply to their reading and writing. Guided Reading continues as part of the Read Write inc 
teaching with an increased focus on comprehension skills, with children being asked to answer 
these questions both verbally and in writing, again with the aim being that they are able to 
reach the expected level in the Key Stage 1 assessments. Pace at which the children read is also 
highlighted as an important aspect, with fluency and intonation being key focuses in order to 
allow the children to reach the required pace. 

English lessons start to cover the different text types that the children will encounter within 
their reading and their everyday life. The children look closely at these different text types and 
learn to identify the different features within these texts and then from this how to produce 
their own versions of these texts. The children begin to look beyond constructing simple sen-
tences and are encouraged to use adjectives, adverbs, a range of different punctuation and 
sentence types (statements, questions, exclamations and commands). This is all in preparation 
for the end of Key Stage 1 assessments, with the aim that the majority of students will achieve 
the expected level. Alongside this handwriting and spelling gain a greater importance with all 
children completing a weekly spelling test based upon their current phonics level and regular 
handwriting sessions. Spelling is taught through the Read Write inc spelling scheme once the 
children have completed the phonics scheme.

Lower Key Stage 2:
In Key Stage 2 children are taught to further study and understand the fundamentals of texts, 
including an increase in justification of their opinions and views. All English teaching with-
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in Key Stage 2 is linked to the theme which they are studying for that half term. This is done 
through the selection of appropriate class texts based upon this theme, these texts over the year 
cover a range of fiction, non-fiction and poetry. The children read these texts and use them 
to further develop their comprehension and text analysis skills, with an increased focus upon 
inference. From this the children then complete punctuation and grammar activities based 
directly upon what the children have read within the class texts. To further study the text the 
writing activities which the children then complete are also directly based upon the texts they 
have read. This whole text approach allows the children to get the most from a text and ensure 
complete understanding of a text. To supplement this the children, continue with the Read 
Write Inc spelling scheme and also handwriting activities

Phonics
Aims:
• To teach children aural discrimination, phonemic awareness and rhyme awareness in order 

to encourage good spelling. 
• To encourage repetition and consolidation, so that spelling becomes automatic. 
• To encourage children to segment and blend. 
• To learn to read and write all 44 graphemes in the English language. 
• To teach children specific strategies to help them remember tricky words. 
• To ensure that the teaching of phonics is lively, interactive and investigative. 
• To encourage children to apply their phonic skills in all curriculum areas.

The Curriculum:
Throughout the school phonics is taught through the use of the Read Write Inc phonics scheme.

Nursery:
Pupil to access phase 1 teaching in differentiated groups (when the children are ready for fo-
cused learning) and the learning environment provision. All key persons to segment and blend 
words regularly and to have a secure knowledge of the Read Write Inc programme through CPD.

Reception:
Children taught using Read Write Inc phonics scheme from set 1 sounds, from the pupil’s start 
date. Children taught in differentiated groups to ensure children are reaching their full poten-
tial and support given is appropriate. Most children to have completed scheme to set 2/3 books 
by the end of year in order to have met their Early Learning Goal. Pupils learning is further 
supported through the learning environment provision.

Year One:
Children are taught using Read Write Inc phonics scheme daily for 30 minutes. Children taught 
in differentiated groups to ensure children are reaching their full potential. Most children to 
have completed scheme to set 7/8 by the end of the year in order to ensure they can complete 
the Year 1 Phonics Screening test

Year Two:
Children are taught using the Read Write Inc phonics scheme daily for 30 minutes. Children 
taught in differentiated groups to ensure children are reaching their full potential. Most chil-
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dren to begin with a review of the Read Write Inc phonics scheme set 7/8 before progressing on 
to Read Write Inc spelling. If children have not completed scheme, then placed into appropriate 
Year 1 group to allow them to reach the required standard.

Key Stage 2:
If children do not have the required phonics ability, then children participate in a daily phonics 
intervention and continue to follow the Read Write Inc phonics scheme.

Teaching and Learning Styles:
Our principal aim is to develop the pupil’s phonological awareness, ability to segment and blend 
words and read tricky words on sight – to become fluent readers and writers. 

Our teaching at all levels should include: 
• Teacher modelling and explanation of skills 
• Whole class, group and individual work 
• Tricky word vocabulary

Planning:
Phonics teaching is to be planned on planning format, found in the shared drive. This format 
includes the revisit/review and the teach/apply/assessment sections. All Key Stage One phonics 
lessons occur at the same time and children are differentiated across these classes into groups 
for daily phonics sessions – each teacher plans for their own group and any teaching assistant 
who lead phonics groups have been given CPD sessions to allow them to plan their own phonics 
sessions.

Differentiation:
We aim to encourage all children to reach their full potential through the provision of varied 
opportunities to access phonics. We recognise that our phonics planning must allow children 
to gain a progressively deeper understanding of the phonetic structure of the English as they 
move through the school to ensure all children are provided with the key tools needed to be-
come a fluent reader. Careful thought will be given to the additional provision of appropriately 
structured work for children with SEND and also those exceed age related expectations.

Assessment and Reporting:
Children are regularly assessed throughout the year to monitor their progress and determine 
if they need moving groups and/or stage. These assessments come directly from the Read 
Write Inc phonics scheme and look at both children’s sound recall and word reading skills. The 
children will be entered into an appropriate group based upon this assessment and tracked 
throughout the year. Tracking sheet updated on a half termly basis. The teacher will pass on 
this tracking grid to the next teacher for the following academic year. At the end of Year 1 all 
will complete the Year 1 Phonics Screening test in line with the statutory requirements. Any 
children who do not receive a pass mark in Year 1 will continue with the Read Write Inc phonics 
scheme and resit the test in Year 2. Beyond this, children who have still not successfully passed 
the phonics screening test will continue with small group intervention and be continually as-
sessed to monitor their progress. New arrivals within Key Stage 2 will be assessed by their class 
teacher to determine if they require phonics interventions.



www.mcpacademy.co.uk 5

Reading
Aims:
• To enable children to read for enjoyment, confidently, fluently, accurately and with under-

standing 
• To employ a full range of reading cues – phonic, graphic, syntactic, contextual – to monitor, 

correct and make sense of their own reading, 
• To foster an interest in words and their meanings and to gain an appreciation of books from 

a variety of genres. 
• To enable children to find books interesting, to read with enjoyment and to evaluate and 

justify their preferences. 
• To develop a suitable technical vocabulary through which to understand and discuss their 

reading. 
• To develop reading skills in tandem with those of writing, so that they may function in soci-

ety, as literate adults and readers for life. 
• To create reading opportunities across all areas of curriculum, to make it more meaningful 

and relevant to the children.

Principles for the Teaching and learning of Reading:
In order to meet these aims, we will meet the national curriculum objectives. This will allow 
all children to study a range of good quality and interesting fiction and non-fiction texts from 
a variety of genre. They will have the opportunity to read ‘real’ books, newspapers, big books, 
posters, ICT based texts, on individual computers and interactive whiteboards, large texts, in-
formation booklets, banded guided reading materials, reading schemes and literacy use of me-
dia text.

Strategies for the Teaching of Reading:
Reading is taught through shared reading sessions, guided reading sessions and opportunities 
to practice and consolidate skills through independent reading. During these sessions, teach-
er’s/teaching assistants will use a wide range of strategies to try and enhance the teaching of 
reading. 

Some of these are outlined below: 
• Modelling and discussing the features of written texts through shared reading of texts. 
• Giving direction to develop key strategies in reading 
• Demonstration – e.g. hoe to use punctuation when reading, using a shared text. 
• Explanation to clarify and discuss understanding of text. 
• Investigation of ideas – to understand, expand on or generalise about themes and structure 

in fiction and non-fiction. 
• Discussion and argument – to justify preference. 
• Provision of a wide range of fiction and non-fiction genres, for the children to choose from.

Reading is supported by phonics lessons teaching. In phonics lessons pupils are taught to:
• Discriminate between the separate sounds in words. 
• Learn the letters and letter combinations most commonly used to spell sounds. 
• Read words by sounding out and blending their separate parts. 
• Study written representations of a sound and how it looks. 
• Recognise on sight vocabulary identified as ‘Tricky words’.
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Strategies to Enhance the Learning of Reading:
In order for children to foster an enjoyment of reading and to have an understanding of the 
texts they read, they must be at the centre of their own learning. 

Some of the strategies used to enhance this independent learning are outlined below: 
• All teachers are aware that all children have individual and preferred learning styles. There-

fore, we aim to provide children with a range of visual, kinaesthetic and auditory experienc-
es, which will enhance and improve their reading skills. 

• Children will be made aware of/involved in determining the learning focus of the reading 
session and will have a clear understanding of what the teacher is looking for in their read-
ing/analysis of the text. 

• Children will be given oral and/or written feedback about their reading, in order to help 
them develop specific aspects of it further, aiding progression. 

• Reading tasks/books will be appropriately matched to individual abilities and needs in the 
classroom.

Opportunities for Reading

Shared Reading:
Whole class shared text, beyond their independent reading levels, often using an enlarged text 
(either on paper or ICT based). This provides a context for teacher modelling, teaching and ap-
plying reading skills (word, sentence and text level).

Guided Reading:
In Reception and KS1 guided reading is linked directly to the children’s phonic ability, thus 
meaning that the children are grouped based upon this ability, into groups no larger than 20. 
The children’s read books from the Read Write Inc. book scheme that directly match the pho-
nemes and graphemes which they have been taught. Over the week children read their book 
more than once: initially to focus directly on their word reading; then to begin to look more 
closely at the text in terms of comprehension; and finally to ensure that they can read the book 
with fluency and comprehension combined. Children also complete activities based upon the 
text they are reading. Guided Reading sessions in KS1 occur on a daily basis. In KS2 reading is 
taught as a whole class, with children reading the texts which they are studying in their English 
lessons. This allows the children the opportunity to analyse a text in an in-depth manner, un-
derstanding the text from a comprehension and SPAG perspective alongside producing their 
own writing based upon the chosen texts. Within the reading sessions the class teacher still 
uses the opportunity to support and listen to selected groups of children and differentiated the 
text through word mats, simplified versions of the text and teaching assistant support where 
required. All written work completed during guided reading sessions within KS1 and KS2 is 
written in the children’s individual guided reading books.

Independent Reading Time:
Children read material which interests them, to assist them in fostering a genuine love of read-
ing and help them to appreciate its value. This reading time is often allocated during continu-
ous provision in EYFS and year 1 and then from year 2 to year 6 as part of the English Challenge 
areas which pupils have the opportunity to access once they have completed their English work.

Story Time:
Texts that are age appropriate and of interest to the children are read aloud by the teacher. This 
gives children the chance to hear teachers read to them, develops a child’s ability to comment 
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on and respond to events and experiences within a text. These sessions also allow the teacher 
to check a child’s comprehension, by asking literal and inferential questions, which aid deeper 
understanding of the plot and themes of the story, also increasing their vocabulary.

Home / School Reading:
From an appropriate point in nursery some children take home book banded reading books, by 
reception all children take home one of these books, suitable for their ability to read at home 
and in school during 1-1 reading. When children have progressed through all book bands the 
teacher will then recommend and monitor books for the children to read.

Parental Involvement:
Parents are urged to share books with their children and hear their children read at home. 
Parents are encouraged to write in their child’s reading log book. Parent workshop sessions are 
run throughout the year to aid parents in ideas and techniques which they can utilise to support 
their child at home. These sessions are open to all parents.

1 - 1 Reading:
All children will be listened to reading a 1-1 reader at least once a fortnight with an adult in the 
afternoon and once a half term with their English teacher, during guided reading time.

Responsibility of Learning Support Assistants (LSA):
• To ensure that all children within the base that they are assigned to reads at least once a 

fortnight and keeps track of the children that have read. 
• Each child reads for approximately 10 minutes. 
• Having listen to a child read need to ensure that: 

• A comment is written in the reading log book 
• That the child’s book is changed to one of the same band any band changes will be done 

by the English teacher. 
• That any concerns, notes or problems are brought directly to the class teacher. • Alongside 

this it is also important that the children’s books are returned to their book bag and that 
any child who repeatedly fails to bring their book back to school are monitored. If they re-
peatedly fail to bring back 3 books, then their reading book will be kept in school until they 
return all the missing books and an accompanying letter will be sent home.

Reading with English Teacher:
This is a chance for the teacher to assess a child’s reading on a 1-1 basis and to track the pro-
gress they are making. The purpose of this is that some children are not as confident when they 
read in a guided reading session. It also allows for direct monitoring to be used to evidence 
end of Key Stage judgements. If during this session the child’s book band is changed it is the 
responsibility of the teacher to inform the appropriate reading partner of the change. 

Strategies to Ensure Progress and Continuity 
• Long term, medium term and short term planning shows progress in knowledge, skills and 

understanding and ensures the continuity of and development of a range of text types. 
• Children’s reading development will be evaluated on an ongoing basis by the teacher and/

or child, which ultimately informs the planning of reading tasks the following day or week 
• The English Subject Leader will monitor and evaluate the teaching and learning of reading 

on a regular basis across the school, to ensure continuity and progress is evident, they are 
supported by KS leaders. 

• Oral targets will be set by the teacher and/or the child to help pupils achieve their full po-
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tential in reading.

Library:
Each class will have the opportunity to use the class library with the support of an adult. This 
gives children the chance to learn how to use a library correctly and also to gain access to a 
wider range of texts which can’t be found in their own class reading area. As part of the school’s 
extra-curricular activities a library club is offered on a weekly basis to give children the chance 
to share books and further utilise the library.

Book Week:
As a school every year a Book week is held, this is to coincide with World Book Day. All class-
es throughout the school participate in Book Week through an agreed theme. Throughout the 
week the children participate in a range of different activities that further promote the chil-
dren’s enjoyment of books. The week finishes with children being given the chance to dress up 
as a character based upon the theme which they had studied and also to share what they have 
learnt with the rest of the school.

Strategies for Recording and Reporting:
• Every half term, children’s reading skills are assessed. Each teacher is able to gauge the 

children’s strengths, areas for development and the progress made. This is recorded on the 
record sheet. This assessment is used to plan future provision.

• To give an overall of a reading groups progression, teachers record an overview of children’s 
reading during reading sessions, found in the shared area. 

• Reading assessment and tracking is kept in class reading folder.

Strategies for Use of Resources
• Teachers will provide a language rich environment with an inviting and well-resourced 

reading are, in order to promote and create an enthusiasm for reading. 
• Reading resources will be updated yearly, as necessary, following an audit of need. Reading 

resources which are damaged or out-dated, making them unappealing to primary age chil-
dren, will no longer be used and will be removed from book shelves

• A range of visual and auditory resources will be used in the teaching or reading to ensure all 
learning styles of the children are being addressed.

• A range of ICT resources are available for the pupils to use to help them improve their read-
ing skills.

Spelling
Aims:
• Children can meet the National Curriculum end of year expectations for spelling within 

both discrete spelling lessons and their wider written work.
• Children can use their spelling knowledge to approach new vocabulary with confidence.

Teaching and Learning:

Within Read Write Inc Phonics:
All children complete the Read Write Inc phonics scheme beginning in Nursery. Once the chil-
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dren are in Year 1, in order to supplement their segmenting skills, the children receive weekly 
spellings. The words which are sent home directly match the words which the children have 
been studying that week during their phonics lessons. These words are tested on a weekly ba-
sis, with results tracked and monitored. The spellings include the red words which the children 
have been learning during their phonics lessons.

Read Write Inc Spelling:
Once the children have complete the Read Write Inc phonics scheme, they move on to the Read 
Write Inc spelling scheme, for most children this will begin within year 2. The children have 
daily spelling sessions which look at putting spelling into context. This is to try and ensure that 
the learning which takes place during these sessions is translated into the children’s written 
work.

Assessment and Monitoring:
Children complete weekly spelling tests, the results of which are monitored by the class teach-
er. On a termly basis the children compete in a spelling challenge. This involves working as part 
of a team in order to learn a selection of words which they have studied over the term. At the 
end of the week the children complete a spelling test, with the team with the highest combined 
scores being labelled the star spellers. Whole school progression of spelling is monitored by the 
English lead in order to ensure that all classes are making the expected.

Parental Involvement:
It is expected that parents support their children in the learning of spellings at home, there are 
some parents who have told us that they are having difficulties with this. In order to support 
these parents MCPA hosts a parent workshop on supporting spelling, this is led by the English 
subject leader. In addition to this, a homework club is run to support completion of homework.

Handwriting
Aims:
• To have a consistent approach to handwriting across the whole school to ensure high levels 

of presentation. 
• Children to achieve a neat, legible style with correctly formed letters. 
• Children to develop fluency and speed whilst writing, so that eventually the children are 

able to write the letters with confidence and correct orientation.

Teaching and Learning
Handwriting is taught on a weekly basis using the Nelson Handwriting scheme. Teachers and 
teaching assistants model the correct letter formation at all times, based upon this scheme.

Nursery:
Children will be developing their gross motor skills throughout the year. By the end of the year 
the expectation is that the children will be able to: grip their pencil correctly and use it to mark 
make; write their name independently; form initial letters for given sounds; and beginning to 
learn the formation of numbers 0 to 9.

Reception:
Children will be developing both their fine and gross motor skills throughout the year. By the 
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end of the year the expectation is that the children will be able to: know where to start their let-
ters from; use the line as a guide where they need to write; write in a way that is legible enough 
to be read by both the child and any adult; and begin to use spaces between their words.

Year 1
Children will be developing the consistency and accuracy in their writing throughout the year. 
By the end of the year the expectation is that the children will be able to: write on the line; form 
ascenders and descenders correctly and position them appropriately on the line; include clear 
finger spaces which are a balanced size within their writing; form all capital letters correctly; 
form numbers 0-9 in the correct orientation with consistency; record numbers with 1-digit in a 
box within their maths books; and show the emergence of some joins through phonics teaching 
where digraphs and trigraphs are taught joined.

Year 2
Children will be developing their use of joins within their writing throughout the year. By the 
end of the year the expectation is that the children will be able to; show an understanding of 
which letters to join and which don’t (descenders z, s and b initially until confident at joining); 
apply above understanding and include most of these joins in their writing; and show the de-
velopment of fluency within their writing

Year 3
Children begin to develop their own style throughout the year and if they achieve all of the 
targets below they are able to receive their pen licence. By the end of the year the expectation 
is that the children will be able to: write with greater fluency and consistency; correctly record 
the date and learning objective and then underline them; and show that they have developed 
their own personal style.

Year 4 to 6
Children should be writing with a pen and continue to develop their own style and fluency 
within their writing.

Special Needs:
All children must have the opportunity and the encouragement to reach their full potential. 
Therefore, children where necessary will be provided with specialist equipment such as pencil 
grips or wider ruled lined paper. Intervention is provided for children who experience signifi-
cant difficulties to practice pre-writing skills and fine motor coordination.

Assessment, Monitoring and Moderation:
Children in EYFS are assessed on an ongoing basis through observation. Within Key Stages 1 
and 2, handwriting is assessed as part of children’s writing assessment on a half termly basis.

English Across the Curriculum
Maths:
From year 1 onwards the children complete the maths scheme of ‘Maths No Problem’. Within 
this scheme the children complete regular ‘In focus’ tasks. For these tasks the children focus 
mostly on their ability to explain and justify their answers. Therefore, the children must apply 
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their written skills to ensure that they can clearly order their words so that others can un-
derstand what they mean. Children are also encouraged to independently read the questions 
posed within the maths workbooks and regularly set spellings which are appropriate to their 
age and area of mathematical study so that they can apply this vocabulary correctly within their 
own work.

Science:
Within Science the children are encouraged to apply their English skills to the same high stand-
ard as scene in their English lessons. The children are given the opportunity to apply their 
English skills through descriptions of their scientific understanding, labelling diagrams and 
writing reports about the investigations which they have implemented. Children are also given 
the opportunity to apply their reading skills through research activities, fact pages and reading 
labels on diagrams.

Foundation Subjects
As part of the children’s writing portfolios, every half term 1 piece of writing must come from 
one of the foundation subjects (including science). Therefore, within the foundation subjects 
the children are given opportunities to apply their English skills in a range of different situa-
tions. Again the children are encouraged to maintain the same level of English skill as demon-
strated in English lessons. For example: In History, writing a diary entry as though they have 
personally experience a key historical event; in geography, writing a fact file about a country 
they have learnt about or a geographical term; in art and design and technology, writing a set 
of instructions about how they produced their piece of work; and in music, writing a biography 
of a famous musician.

Other Tools to Support Reading and Writing
Alongside the above-mentioned specific teaching within the class there are also a range of 
other tools that are in place at MCPA in order to encourage the children to become effective 
readers and writers.

Tools Purpose Year Group

Reading 
Corner

Within each individual class area there is a reading corner, which contains a 
range of different books appropriate to the level and interests of the children 
within the class. These are all accessible and children are encouraged to use 
these areas on a regular basis. This allows them to make choices about what they 
read, discuss books with their peers and generally enjoy the process of reading 
for themselves.

All

Range of 
Texts

In the reading corner, class reading sessions, guided reading and topic based 
reading a range of different fiction and non-fiction texts are available for the 
children. This means that the children are able to read both fiction and nonfiction 
texts and understand the purpose and value of both. This range of texts is also 
read directly to the children, allowing them to understand the different ways of 
approaching different text types.

All

Reading
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Tools Purpose Year 
Group

Staff Staff’s enthusiasm for reading and modelling of expected reading behaviours en-
courages the children to interact with books. This is promoted through a staff book 
swap in place. This works alongside the opportunities for the children to share 
their ideas, views and opinions with each other and staff in whole class, group and 
1-1 situations.

All

Continuous 
Provision

Continuous provision activities are used to allow the children the chance to 
use their reading skills in order to be able to complete a given activity and 
also to read in all areas of the classroom.

EYFS & Y1

Independent 
Reading

Children read independently to an adult in school on at least a fortnightly basis, 
this can be a class teacher, teaching assistant or a learning support assistant. This 
is to ensure that an adult listens to all children read and allow the children to 
share their reading achievement in school. Any information from these sessions is 
passed on to the class teacher and any adjustments needed, can be made.

All

Interventions Due to continual assessment, children’s learning gaps are easily identifiable and 
therefore in order to address this interventions are put in place to try and close 
these gaps. These can be in the form of 1-1 work or small group work. The specific 
teaching that occurs within these sessions is based upon the specific needs of the 
pupils within these groups and is directed by the class teacher.

All

Parental
Involvement

Children are sent home with a reading book and reading log book on a weekly 
basis. The parents and children are encouraged to read the book every night to 
aid the children All in developing their reading skills and to involve parents within 
their children’s reading. Throughout the school year parent sessions are run in 
order to inform parents about how to support their child at home and show them 
what we are doing in school. This ensures that all parents support their child at 
home in a complimentary manner to what is being covered in school.

All

World Book 
Day

As a school World Book day is celebrated every year with all members of the MCPA 
community encouraged to participate in dressing up and sharing their favourite 
books. In order to ensure that all children can participate in this costumes are 
available in school to allow all children the opportunity to dress up and feel in-
volved in the day.

All

Reading for 
Pleasure

Children receive a passport and activity book for the books which they read out-
side of their school reading books. The passport is stamped every time they show 
they have read a book for pleasure by completing an activity. When they have read 
10 books and completed a different activity for each of them, children receive a 
small reward and are challenged to start a new passport.

KS1

Reading for 
Pleasure

Parents are encouraged to record the book that their child is reading for pleasure 
on a weekly basis. This is done by a section on the homework for the parents to 
record this information.

EYFS

Library A school library is available for use of small groups and classes. It contains a range 
of different fiction and nonfiction books, which are appropriately grouped to give 
the children the chance to learn how to use a library and read beyond the books 
which are available within their class libraries.

All

Library Club Library club is available for children to participate in as one of the school’s ex-
tra-curricular activities. This is a chance for the children to utilise the school 
library with teacher support. The children can select books from within the library 
to read with one another and learn how to further use the library.

All
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Writing

Tools Purpose Year 
Group

Range of 
Texts

Children are encouraged to write a range of different types of texts, this is done 
by: reading a range of different text types; displaying text around the school in 
areas which are accessible to children and appears in a range of different forms; 
and giving the children a chance to have a go themselves

All

Staff Staff model how to write based upon the school handwriting policy and also mod-
el the correct formation of a sentence through whole class, shared and guided 
writing activities. Staff also show an enjoyment and enthusiasm with regards to 
writing. In order to further All support the children staff aim to model correct 
word order through their speech and encourage the children to do the same

All

Continuous 
Provisions

Continuous provision activities are used to allow the children the chance to use 
their writing skills in order to be able to complete a given activity and also to write 
in all areas of the classroom. Activities start in EYFS with tracing letters of words 
appropriate to their learning. The children then move towards activities where 
they need to complete spaces with single words and finally towards writing sen-
tences in appropriate situations to their current learning.

EYFS & Y1

Writing 
Support

Throughout the classroom the children are exposed to alphabet freezes, word 
mats, displays based upon their current learning (which contain key words) and 
phoneme frames all to support their learning and aid them with their writing in 
both teacher directed and continuous provision based activities.

All

Spellings Once the children are at an appropriate stage in their phonics learning they re-
ceive regular spellings to learn at home through the look, cover, write and check 
method. The spellings, which the children receive, are directly linked to their 
phonics ability. 

Children are taught discrete spelling sessions which last 15 minutes a day, once 
they have completed the phonics scheme. This allows them to further develop 
their spelling skills in context and with teacher support.

Reception 
Onwards

Interventions Due to continual assessment, children’s learning gaps are easily identifiable and 
therefore in order to address this interventions are put in place to try and close 
these gaps. These can be in the form of 1-1 work or small group work. The specific 
teaching that occurs within these sessions is based upon the specific needs of the 
pupils within these groups and is directed by the class teacher

All

Parental 
Involvement

Children receive regular homework activities to build upon the skills that they 
are acquiring within the classroom. This allows parents to see the learning that 
is taking place in school and encourages the parents to feel part of the learning. 
Throughout the school year parent sessions are run in order to inform parents 
about how to support their child at home and show them what we are doing in 
school. This ensures that all parents support their child at home in a complimen-
tary manner to what is being covered in school.

All


